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CPS Board Certification Program Update NHTSA?S »(

As National Child Passenger Safetywhose certification has expired. This t'rain-Frequenﬂy Asked
Board members had hoped, 2002 was a veigg will allow technicians to recertify with- .
good year for child passenger safety. Faeut having to retake the entire course, aIQueSUOnS
talities and injuries continued to decline,though some restrictions will apply. More
and technicians and instructors continuedhformation on the review course will be AbOUt LATCH
to certify and recertify. We are pleased tcavailable later this year.
announce that almost 34,000 technician%oard Members (LOWQ r An C h ors
and 1255 technician instructors are cur- nd Tethers for
rently certified! CPS Board members serve a two-yeaa
and accessible. Changes being impleLOPez, Matthew Young, Angela Q. What is LATCH?

mented include curriculum revisions andOsterhuber, Holly Billie, and Janet
Lassman. They join Joe Colella, Artie A LATCH stands forl ower Anchors

) Martin, Vera Fullaway, Mark Evanko, Julie @nhdTethers forCHildren. Itis a system
Curriculum Prom, Traycier Mitchell-Medina, Lorrie mandated by the Federal government in

Both the English and the Spanish reLaing, Sgt. Donald Dupray, William an effort to standardize and simplify the
vised versions of the curriculum will be Merritt, Carole Guzzetta, Susan DeCourcy,inStallation of child restraints without
available in June 2003, a delay of severaand Dr. Marilyn Bull. using the vehicle’s seat belt system.
months from the original timetable. Since  Visit the board web site atttp:/ New vehicles and child safety seats
the curriculum will no longer be revised www.cpsboard.org/members2003.ion ~ Manufactured on and after September 1,
annually, NHTSA, AAA, and the Board more board member information. Com- 2002 will be equipped with the LATCH

an altered renewal schedule.

wanted to insure the latest information,mittee members are also listed. system. Cars, minivans, and light trucks
such as ease-of-use ratings, was includeqy 1.y s; will be required to have anchor points

Additionally, the curriculum will be more " '° Ite between the vehicle’s seat cushion and the
user-friendly (i.e., the instructor manual will The CPS Board web site has a newseat back in at least two rear seating

include a ‘thumbnail’ of the overhead/slide,/00k. From the home page, you can gopositions, and a top tether anchor (with
rather than just refer to a slide number). directly to recent updates and additionsthe exception of convertibles).
L from links at the bottom of the page, or Child safety seats will have a lower
Certification select from permanent topics. These in-set of attachments that fasten to the vehicle
The CPS Program is switching to aclude Training, where workshop informa- anchors. Most forward-facing child
two-year certification. Fees are $20 for botltion is located, and Certification, where the safety seats will also have a top strap
certification and recertification fees. Thoserequirements and process are explainedtether) that attaches to the top anchor in
who recertify in 2003 will receive a recerti- Links to related sites are found on thethe vehicle. Together they make up the
fication packet from AAA, including the Contacts and Resources page, including ATCH system.
log sheet with the four installations (onethe current and back issues of GBS
to include either a tether or LATCH instal- TechReportThe CPS TechRepois also
lation), a written te.st., and an agreementirectly accessiblg from the home page. Child Safety Seat
form. Once a technician successfully sub-  To keep up with CPS Board activities

mits and passes the recertification requireand items of interest, visit the board WebcgueStIonS

ments for 2003, certification will be ex- site atwww.cpsboard.org. Q. How do | know if my child

tended until 2005. Registering CPSTraining Courses ~ Safety seat has LATCH
For those who take the course as a in addit stering th dard attachments?

new technician in 2003, the expiration date ~ IN addition to registering the standara- -

will be 2005. ized class with your state, all courses must LATEH Izttschr;e_nts on Cﬂ'ld sa:;ety

These attachments may be flexible (a strap

S with a hook on the end) or rigid (an
continued, page 2

2005 recertification details. skarvonen@ national.aaa.conThe reg-
) istration form will be available on the CP

Review Course Board websiteyww.cpsboard.org Up-
The Board is developing a one-daycoming registered training workshops are S |\|S|DE

training session for those techniciandisted on the web site as well. LATCH FAQ, contd 2,3,4
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LATCH Frequently asked Questions, continued from page 1

that don't have LATCH should be installeda retrofit LATCH attachment kit, it is
using seat belts, even in LATCH-equippedmportant to read the manufacturer’s
vehicles. instructions to ensure that it can be used
with your child seat model.

inflexible, firm bar with a connector on
the end). The LATCH attachments will
likely be (1) threaded through the patf?. Should I replace my current
provided on the child safety seat that is taon-LATCH child safety seat with Q. A retailer is selling child safety

be used to secure the seat to the vehicle new LATCH-equipped child seats without LATCH after the
using the vehicle’s belt system in nonsafety seat? September 1, 2002 deadline. Is
LATCH-equipped vehicles, or (2) attacheda,  vour current non-LATCH child safety this legal?

to the lower portion of the child safetygeq s still safe to use, even in a LATCH-A. Yes. The requirement only applies to
seat. Most forward-facing child safetyeqyipped vehicle. There will be manychild safety seats manufactured on or after
seats will also have a top tether strap thajiterent model LATCH child safety seats September 1, 2002. Seats manufactured
attaches to the top anchor in the vehicle,, aijable on the market. Try a LATCH before September 1, 2002—without the
Check the vehicle owner's manual andpiq safety seat in your vehicle before you ATCH system—may still be sold.

child restraint manufacturersmstrucnonsbuy it and see if you find it more 0. Who makes LATCH child

Q. Can LATCH be used both convenientto install correctly. If you find
rear- and forward-facing? it easier to install correctly, you may WantZ?]fg:y seats and where can | buy

A. Yes. Rear-facing tnfant-only Ch"d;f(;?;?gae{ replacing your current ChlldA. Since the regulation notes that child
safety seats are required to have ,IOW . safety seats manufactured after September
LATCH attachments. .Forward-facmg—Q._ My child uses a booster seat. 1, 2002 must be LATCH-equipped, all
only and convertible child safety seats arg\/ill | need the new LATCH child safety seat manufacturers will be

required to have Iqwer LATCH system? making LATCH-equipped child safety
attachments and most _W'" also have at0R  No, LATCH isn't needed on these seats. The LATCH-equipped child safety
tether strap. If your child safety seat 'S Qeats. LATCH is used only for rear-facingseats will be available in the same stores
con\_/ertlble seat, the_ LATCH system s nd forward-facing child safety seats.(discount clubs, toy stores, specialty
designed to Worl.(. in both rear- andaBecause booster seats do not attach to tisdops) that currently sell non-LATCH-
forward-facing positions. vehicle seat using the seat belt, they don®quipped child safety seats.

Q. Can my current non-LATCH have the compatibility problems that theQ. What are the best LATCH

child safety seat still be used? LATCH system resolves. NHTSA 7. ”
A. Yes. Non-LATCH child safety seatsf€commends that after children outgrowChIId saft—:'ty seat§ on the market:
meet the same safety standards and Jheir forward-facing child safety seat theyA- Al child restraints must meet Federal
safe if they (a) are installed according t€ restrained in a booster seat until the afety performance standards, therefore

- ; .\ are at least 8 years old, unless they are 4’9the best LATCH child safety seat is going
the vehicle owner's manual and child® Y y to be the one that is easiest for you to use

safety seat manufacturer’s instructions, (b)) . Are  rigid LATCH  properly and is used every trip. While all

haven'tbeen recalled, and (c) haven'tbeegttachments as safe as flexible  child safety seats must meet Federal safety

damaged or in a crash. Child safety seafSatcH attachments? standards, NHTSA has proposed rating
A. They are required to meet the samehild safety seats for ease of use and how
safety performance standards. well they perform in a simulated crash test.

NHTSA proposed providing the results of

Child Passenger Safety TECH Q. Can | use a Ipwer LATC_H these ratings to the public, beginning in
: . attachment retrofit on my child 5493

REPORT is published quarterly by " :

the National Highway Traffic safety seat With these ratings we hope market

Safety Administration. A. NHTSA does not test these retrofitforces will encourage manufacturers to
systems in its compliance testing programgesign child restraints that are easier to use

Atrticles in this issue are compiled so we have no policy on these systemsand provide additional safety performance

from material originally published However, some child restraint above the standard.

by the National Highway Traffic manufacturers offer retrofit kits for lower continued, next page

Safety Administration at hitp.// LATCH attachments. If you choose to use

www.nhtsa.dot. gov/ and from the
Child Passenger Safety Board web
site.
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LATCH Frequently asked Questions, continued from page 2

Vehicle-Related Q. Why aren’t LATCH lower
Questions anchors provided for the rear
center seat? Installation-Related
Q. How do | know if my vehicle A Two pairs of LATCH lower anchors Questions
has LATCH anchors? are required in the back seat of vehicles

A. The lower LATCH anchors in a manufactured after Septemberl,ZOOZ, ."’1.”@. Is LATCH safer than
vehicle will typically be visible in the ‘seat those anchors are required to be a specif installing my child safety seat
distance apart for safety protection in a g my y

bight’ (the intersection of the seat Cusmoncrash. Because of this required spacind\’ith a seat belt?

and seat back) or identified with a markbetween the lower anchorages, mos@. A properly installed child restraint

on the vehicle seat back. Top tetheK/ehicles do not have a rear seat that is widgystem and a LATCH system, without the

anChorS’ dependlng on whether you havenough to accommodate anchorages in thdse of the tether, offer the same levels of

asedan, SUV, or minivan, may be located, seating position and in an adjacerfrotection in a crash. Using the tether on
on the rear filler panel, on the back of or

slightly under the rear vehicle seat or Onoutboard position.. While lower either systgm imp_roves .c.)verall
the roof of the vehicle. If you're unsure if anchorages are typlpally mstalleq atgffec_tlveness in reducing fatalities and
your vehicle has LATCH, check your outboard seating positions, most vehiclednjuries. LATCH was developed for
vehicle owner's manual ' that have a center rear seating p05|t|or!1mpf0V¢d ea_tse-of-u;e and_ correct
: without lower anchors also provide atopmstallatmn without using vehicle seat
Q. What if | own anew LATCH- tether for additional safety benefit. bﬁltISI. LATC":‘ anchholrs solve éh?

i icle? . challenges of vehicle seat belt
Eg;lzai(?,vv;?ilﬂeséfgg Slef;a;vve\/i:(; Q. Can | use the two inboard inco_mpatibilities from different types of
LATCH? lower anchors (of the outboard  yenicle seat contours, seat belt anchor
' LATCH seating positions) to |ocations, and seat belt locking

A. No, you can siill use the vehicle seaf,qa)| my child seat in the rear mechanisms.
belt system to secure your child safety se

. N _
to the vehicle, and it is still safe. aéenter seating position: Q. Can I use a LATCH child

A. No, unless both the child restraint . . .
. , . ' safety seat in a vehicle without
Q. What if | don’t have a vehicle  manufacturer’s instructions and the vehicle, ﬁTéH anchors?

with LATCH? owner’s manual specifically state that this _

A. As of September 1, 2002, child safetyis acceptable. A child restraint can be Yes. Any child safety seat, even one
seats are required to have both seat behstalled using the rear-center seat belt and!It LATCH, can be safely installed using

and LATCH options. Child safety seats,if forward-facing, the top tether anchor. ?Seatgeflt a_md’ Ifhé.l\éaﬂal]iﬂ? for USte WI:h a
with a known history and if free of recalls, Q. Where is the best place for tg{f:\;?rar;ci%p%gslure?c?fgl?(/)v?/?ﬁe'éhi?:ﬂ
still can be safely and securely buckledmy child to be positioned in the '

. . . e . owner’s manual and child safety seat
into a vehicle using the vehicle’s seat beli;ehicle? — X
manufacturer’s instructions for correct

system. Have your child’s safety seatp  children are always safest riding iNinstallation and proper use.
inspected by a trained and certifiedyq pack seat. The best placement of a child
technician for free, by calling toll-free 1- g5fety seat is were it fits securely whethey. Do | need to use the vehicle

866-SEAT-CHECK or by logging onto tnat is in the left, right, or center position. :
www.seatcheck.omy call toll-free 1-888- _ Mo P seat belt along with LATCH to
327-4236 or logging ontohttp:// Q. Willthere be LATCH anchors  install my child safety seat?

WWW.NHTSA.DOT.GOahd clickingon 0N airplanes? A. No. The safety standard does not
the “child seat inspections” button. A. No. LATCH-equipped child safety require that both systems be used
. . seats can be installed on airplanes usintpgether. Child restraints are tested to
Q. When will all vehicles have the belt system. P g)nsure compliance with Federal safety
LATCH anchors? standards when (1) attached to a vehicle
A. LATCH is required in passenger using the LATCH system, and (2) attached
vehicles manufactured after September 1, using the vehicle belt system without
2002. LATCH was available on many LATCH. The LATCH system was
vehicles before this date. designed to make child safety seat

installation easier, without using seat belts.
continued, page 4
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Q. Now that | have a LATCH
installation, | would like the seat
belt out of the way. Can | buckle
it up behind the child safety seat?

A. Yes, as long as it does not interfer

eQ. Can | install my forward-facing

LATCH Frequently asked Questions, continued from page 3

seat will not move more than one inchcertified technician. To obtain contact
when pulled from side to side or from frontinformation for a child safety seat
to back. In addition, a secure fit for yourinspection location near you, call toll-free
child includes ensuring that the harness lied-866-SEATCHECK or visit
flat and snug across the child’s chest anevwww.seatcheck.orgrou also can find out
crotch areas. about inspection locations from the
NHTSA toll-free Auto Safety Hotline, at

with a secure fit of the child safety seat

and correct installation.

child safety seat using LATCH

and then put the seat belt over
my child in addition to using the
child seat harness?

A. No, unless specifically suggested by
the child restraint manufacturer. LATCH

Q. If I have a LATCH-
compatible vehicle and child
safety seat, will that ensure |
won’'t inadvertently misuse my
child’s safety seat?

A. While the National Highway Traffic the vehicle seat belt. Always read and
Safety Administration (NHTSA) follow the vehicle owner’s manual and

estimates that the LATCH system will child safety seat manufacturer’s
reduce as much as half the misusénstructions for correct installation and

1-888-327-4236 or at its web sitdtp:/
www.nhtsa.dot.goyclick on the “child

seat inspections” button).

was designed to be used independent of

associated with improperly installing aproper use.
child safety seat, LATCH does notQ Can | install my forward-
eliminate all mistakes. )

Many other factors contribute to anfacmg child safety seat using
increased risk of injury if a child is LATCH and then put the seat
incorrectly secured when involved in aPelt over my child instead of using
crash. For example: the child is not thethe child seat harness?
appropriate age/weight/height for theA. No. The vehicle lap-shoulder belt, or
child safety seat, the car seat harness strajgg belt only, is not a substitute for the child
are too loose, or the seat has been recallegkat harness system. Read and follow th
damaged, or involved in a crash, thus notehicle owner’s manual and child safety
giving the child adequate protection.  seat manufacturer’s instructions to
It is best to have a trained anddetermine if the child seat manufacture

dnformation is that the company dog

Correction for the
Summer 2002 Edition:

Two listings related to the use of
LATCH and tether on Dorel/Cosco/
Safety 1st belt-positioning boosters
contradicted each other. The correct

not recommend using LATCH and/(
tether straps with its BPBs.

=

certified technician inspect your child suggests using LATCH as part of their

safety seat and teach you the propecombination harness-booster system, when
installation for your vehicle and child the child restraint is used as a belt-

safety seat. To locate an inspectiorpositioning booster seat. In this mode, the
location near you, call or log onto seat beltis not used in place of a child seat
SeatCheck (866-SEAT-CHECK, harness.

www.seatcheck.orgYou also can obtain

this information from the National IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s « Infants should ride facing the rear,

toll-free hotline at 1-888-327-4236 or correctly restrained, in a back seat position,
from http://www.nhtsa.dot.gofclick on  until they are at least one year of age and
the “child seat inspections” button). at least 20 to 22 pounds.

Q. How do I know that | have Always refer to your child safety seat

i manufacturer’s and vehicle owner’s
Eer;)tp’))erly installed my LATCH instructions when installing a child safety

) ) seat, whether it is a LATCH-compatible
A. The rules for correct installation of seat or non-LATCH child safety seat.
LATCH seats are essentially the same as  To make sure your child is riding
for non-LATCH child safety seats. AS acorrectly on every trip, arrange to have
general rule, a correctly installed LATCH your child safety seat inspected by a
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